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Update from the Legislature: Let’s Get Serious about
Health Care Reform

By Representative Jennifer Shilling

As we enter the fifth month of the 2007-08 legislative session the State Assembly has yet to
take any serious action to reform and improve our health care system. Tens of thousands of
Wisconsin residents continue to lack adequate coverage, MA reimbursement rates remain
woefully low, and the costs of receiving care continue to skyrocket. Yet, the Assembly
leadership seems content to criticize the Governor’s proposals and point fingers at who’s to
blame without offering any real solutions.

I don’t claim to have the solution to instantly improve our health care system, but | do know
this much: it’s time for the Legislature to get serious about finding a real solution. We must

find a way to increase the number of people, especially children, who have adequate coverage.

The Governor’s 98% Health Care for All proposal takes a big step in the right direction, but
there are many other proposals on the table and we should have a serious discussion regarding
the pros and cons of each.

We also need to make sure that government sets a level playing field to prevent the cost
shifting that has pushed the health care system to the financial breaking point. A big part of
easing the financial strain is increasing the MA reimbursement rates so people who have basic
coverage are able to receive care. In a society where a cup of coffee and a gallon of gas cost
over $3, there’s no reason that we can’t find a way to make basic health care affordable and
accessible for everyone.

My Democratic colleagues and I will continue to push the Assembly leadership to move
beyond the finger pointing and partisan bickering and focus on working cooperatively and
productively. Last November, Democrats across the state won elections on the promise of
fixing the broken health care system, and we remain committed that promise.

Affordable, accessible health care for all Wisconsin residents is an attainable goal, but making
the necessary reforms won’t be easy. Democrats are ready to roll-up our sleeves and get to
work; | hope my colleagues on the other side of the aisle are willing to do the same.

UPCOMING EVENTS

LCDP MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!

The LCDP needs volunteers now to for party building
and 2008 election preparation. We need a special effort in "08,
particularly in the 94th Assembly District.

The membership committee will coordinate this
effort. Please contact either:

Vicki Burke at 781-0737 or irelandvicki@aim.com

Nathan Montgomery at 780-6654 or nmontgo20@aim.com

Hank Zumach at 457-2545 or zumach@mwt.net

LCDP General Party Meeting
May 21st, 2007
7:00 PM

Café Lola (lower level)
200 Main St. (Powell Place)
La Crosse

SPEAKER: Jennifer Giegerich,
Wisconsin Coalition of
Conservation Voters

June LCDP General Party
Meeting: June 18™
7:00 P.M.

Café Lola (lower level)
200 Main St. (Powell Place)
La Crosse

SPEAKER: Judi Moseley, Citizen
Action of Wisconsin

Democratic Party of
Wisconsin State Convention
June 29-30th, 2007

(Please see details, p. 3)
Hilton City Center
Milwaukee

INTERSTATE FAIR
July 11*" to 15"

West Salem
(Please see p. 2)

LCDP SUMMER FIESTA
Sunday, July 29"
12:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Northside Octoberfest Grounds
La Crosse
(Please see p. 2)

Attention all Party Members:

The Newsletter is online at laxdems.com!

If you don’t receive the online newsletter and
haven’t received online updates through the
campaign, please update your address by
sending an email to: laxdems@yahoo.com




2007- LCDP Board Members:
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Executive Officers:

Fabio Burgos: Chair, 787-6308, fburgos@fbrs.net

Tim Marshall, Vice-Chair, 519-0550, marshallbme@charter.net
Jason Gillett: Treasurer, 498-0018, jtgillett@viterbo.edu
Pablo Ruiz: Secretary, 738-8251, Pablo.ruiz@LMBerry.com

Board Members:

Barb Clark, 784-1887, bclarkdemocrat@yahoo.com
Bob Johnson, 796-1901, rwjohnson@charter.net
Mike Parker, 397-4283, mikemparker@charter.net
Jan Slaght, 526-9309, jantvi@aol.com

Kris Troyanek, 782-3135, ktroyane@sdlax.k12.wi.us
Marcia Wine, 783-0172, mrswineiii@charter.net

UW-L College Dems Rep.: Scott Staehler, 789-4222,
staehler.scot@students.uwlax.edu

Viterbo College Dems Rep: Mackenzie James, 793-3208

majames@viterbo.edu

The Democratic Voice & La Crosse County
Democratic Party

P.O. Box 1861, La Crosse, WI 54602-1861
Email: laxdems@yahoo.com
Website: laxdems.com

We want to hear from you! Let us know how we’re doing.
Send comments, articles or constructive criticisms to us
at: laxdems@vahoo.com

THANK YOUS

The LCDP had a very successful Chicken-Q on April

19. Special thanks go to Marcia Wine for organizing

and to Butch Konetchy and Jenny Colby, who were
extremely generous in giving their time and expertise

in both planning the Chicken-Q and helping out on the day of
the event.

Thanks also to all those who helped in preparation on
April 19: Vicki Burke, Barb Clark, Isaac Rebout, Jan
Slaght, Kris Troyanek, JD and Marcia Wine and
Richelle Zimmerman. JD and Richelle also deserve
special recognition for their energetic ticket sales.

Finally, thanks to everyone who bought tickets. The
LCDP made over $1100.00 on the Chicken-Q, so
expect to see one again in the not so distant future.

In addition, thanks again to Jim Myrhe and Bev
Fleischman for the use of Cafe Lola for general party
meetings.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

The LCDP had a very busy but successful April. The Chicken-Q, as
noted elsewhere in the newsletter, was a great success. The speaker at
our April meeting, Dr. Jack Norman, gave an excellent presentation on
Wisconsin corporate taxation. In addition, many of our college Dems
attended training at the Democratic Leadership Institute in Devil’s
Head. Congrats to the new UW-L College Dems Chair, Scott Staehler.

2008 is drawing ever closer. As there are no statewide races in 2008,
our attention will be focused on the 94th and 95th Assembly seats, the
32nd State Senate seat and of course, the Presidential races. The
organzing and fundraiser we do now will lay the groundwork for
keeping our county and area "blue™ for the Presidential race and for
victories in the 94th Assembly and 32nd State Senate seats.

It is of the utmost importance to have an office to prepare for the fall
elections and to have that office well stocked with phones, computers
and supplies, especially in a Presidential election year where turnout
will be high. Unfortunately, the State party usually does not provide
any financial assistance for a local office until August of an election
year. This may be too late for our local candidates. Therefore, the
party needs to be able to hit the ground running early next year, and
that's why your memberships and donations are so important now.

In addition, we need volunteers to continue the process of building our
local organization. We cannot and should not count on the DPW or
presidential campaigns to provide the needed organization next year.
We know this area best and our organizational work now will make it
much easier for Democratic candidates - for the office of President on
down to the courthouse positions - to be successful in 2008.

The most powerful Republican in the State of Wisconsin, Mike
Huebsch, holds a seat in La Crosse County. It will take a very special
effort to do what's needed to unseat him and that effort needs to begin
now. Again, thanks for your support and hope to see you at this
months meeting.

Fabio Burgos
Chair, La Crosse County Democratic Party

3RP CD CONVENTION REPORT

There was a good turnout of La Crosse delegates to the 3 Congressional
District Convention in Eau Claire on April 21 at which Melanie Franklin of
Clark County was elected as the new Chair of the 3" CD.

Among La Crosse delegates, Congressman Ron Kind addressed the
convention. Rolan Covert was reelected as 3 CD Treasurer, while Bob
Johnson was reelected as 3 CD representative to the State Administrative
Committee. Darral Faas was elected Assistant Vice-Chair for the central
section of the 3" CD. Congratulations to Rolan, Bob and Darral.

2007 DPW STATE CONVENTION

The 2007 Democratic Party of Wisconsin State Convention will be held
on June 29th and 30th in at the Hilton City Center Hotel in Milwaukee.
Hotel reservations can be made with the Hilton by calling 414-271-
7250 or 1-800-445-8667. Convention delegates and guests can reserve
hotel rooms under the Democratic Party of Wisconsin's room block.
You can find more information at www.wisdems.org. Pre-registration
is $20.00 and forms are due by June 15. This form can be linked at
www.wisdems.org or through the online newsletter. Registration at
the door is $25.00

La Crosse County has been allotted 38 possible delegates. We will
select delegates at the May 21 General Party meeting. YOU MUST
BE A CURRENT (2007) PAID MEMBER OF THE LCDP TO BE A
DELEGATE. Please email us at laxdems@yahoo.com or call Fabio
Burgos at 792-0878 if you have questions.




